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Preface

The Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation has a long tradition of engage-

ment related to global governance issues. It has therefore also actively 

participated in World Social Forum (WSF) events ever since these 

began. As a result of its presence at the WSF in January 2007 in Nai-

robi, the Foundation published its Development Dialogue no. 49 in No-

vember 2007 on Global civil society – More or less democracy? The volume 

gathered a variety of approaches, voices and views within the wide 

panorama of actors related to the WSF. Some of the contributions 

were originally presented and discussed at a panel in Nairobi. 

The current volume is further evidence of the Foundation’s interac-

tion with scholars and activists who are pursuing an analytically based 

advocacy role for and within social movements dealing with govern-

ance issues. It is produced in time for the WSF in Belém in January 

2009 and is presented there at a panel organised by the guest editors. It 

brings together a range of views from diff erent regions in the world, 

from thinkers engaged in critical assessments of neoliberal policies, 

their failures and resulting perspectives.  

These analyses seek ways extricating ourselves from the current de-

velopmental impasse, and explore the scope of postneoliberal gov-

ernance. Their authors share the view of so many others engaged 

in the WSF movement that another world is possible. Supporting 

such a vision, the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation will continue to 

seek opportunities to create a space where a variety of stakeholders 

with diff erent views can meet and discuss. This will include initia-

tives to facilitate interaction, exchange and dialogue not only among 

the like-minded but also across the political-ideological spectrum of 

an alter-global movement.  

The Foundation would like to thank the two guest editors and all the 

contributors for the time and work invested in this result. We trust 

that it will be welcomed as an attempt to encourage refl ection both 

in seeking to come to terms with existing social realities and in the 

search for a better future – if not for all, then at least for the majority 

of people living on this planet.   

Uppsala, December 2008

Henning Melber




